
West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

February 12, 2019 

 

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Hall – Small Conference Room 

Called to Order:  7:02 P.M. 

Physically Present:  Commission Members Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, and Chris 

Newman 

Medically Excused:  Commission Member Dorna Bevis 

Remotely Participating:  Commission Member Jon Ames 

Bob called the roll as required for remote participating.  All physically present members as well as Jon 

responded present to the roll call. 

Quorum met with four of the six members physically present and a fifth member participating remotely. 

Tom distributed copies of the minutes of January 8, 2019 meeting.  After review Chris found one typo 

and two corrections.  Chris moved to accept the minutes as corrected, Joan seconded and Bob called the 

roll.  All members present and remote voted to accept the minutes as corrected and the motion passed 

unaminously. 

Joan reported the current Operating Budget balance is $1,513.00 and the Museum Donation Account is 

$4,189.95. 

Bob reported he received no correspondence that would require action from the Commission.  Chris 

reported that she received an ad from Gaylord Archival Company that includes a 20% discount.  Chris 

added that she received a second $250.00 grant from Thrivent Grant Program and she would use the 

funds to order additional archival materials. 

On Old Business Bob said he received a quote of $1,460.00 from Pinecraft Signs for a 21” x 72” sign 

including installation that would be located on the North side of the Museum Building.  The members 

agreed to add the sign to C.P.C request for funds for the Town Museum roof and foundation repairs. 

Bob said he would contact Shane Carr of the West Bridgewater Firefighters Association and ask to delay 

the removal of Combination One fire truck until after April 27, 2019, which is the scheduled date of the 

first open house of the Museum as well as Jim Benson’s Tribute.  Bob added he would do more research 

on the fire extinguisher situation 

Bob said that had taken pictures of the Drury Bell and put a blurb on Facebook asking for financial help.  

Bob asked if perhaps the Howard Trust Fund could help with the Drury Bell roof repairs.  Joan said she 

would ask Marion Loughman who Joan believes is on the Howard Trust Fund Board of Trustees and get 

back to the Commission.   
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The meeting moved onto new Business.  Members discussed the Jim Benson tribute and agreed to a 

date of April 27, 2019 for the tribute.  Members also agreed that the large display case behind the 

Combination One fire truck be used to display Jim Benson memorabilia as part of the tribute. 

Chris said now that we located the Thank You acknowledgement cards, she has sent out Thank You 

notes to Wade Smith and Larry Doherty for their contributions to the Town Museum. 

Bob announced that he and Tom McAndrew met with Jim Henderson on February 8, 2019 at the Town 

Museum to discuss museum door repairs and other building maintenance concerns.  Jim has done work 

in the past for the Senior Center and the Town Hall. 

After discussion Chris moved to contract Jim Henderson to do the door repair and general building 

maintenance work for a sum not to exceed $1,000.00 with funds from the Operating Budget, Joan 

seconded and Bob called the roll.  All members present and remote voted to approve the motion and 

the motion passed unanimously. 

Bob reported that the Masonic Lodge desk is currently in the Town Museum and we will have to decide 

what to do with it. 

Bob announced that he and Tom recently visited a house at 115 Crescent Street that is currently 

proposed for demolition.  Tom took pictures of the outside and Bob said he emailed the contractor for 

permission to take interior pictures and possibly salvage artifacts. 

Discussion focused on Museum opening schedules.  Members agreed to the following schedules: 

April 27, 2019 from 2:00 – 5:00 P.M.  This opening will also include a tribute to Jim Benson. 

May Museum open houses will be Wednesday May 8 and May 22, 2019 both from 4:00 – 7:00 P.M. 

Bob asked if there was any more new business.  Hearing none Chris moved to adjourn, Joan seconded 

and Bob called the roll.  All physically present members as well as Jon voted to adjourn and the motion 

passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:33 P.M. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday March 5, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. in the Town Hall Small Conference 

Room. 

Respectfully submitted by Tom McAndrew 

 

 

 

 

 

 


